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Abstract 

For the past few decades, researchers have attempted to understand segregation via several 
quantitative measures and assess the progress of cities in reducing segregation over that time, 
especially residential racial discrimination. This paper looks at how segregation is measured, 
how cities are faring, and what policies are perpetuating or dismantling de facto segregation 
across the U.S. with the intent of assessing how U.S. cities are fair with racial segregation today. 
Important and traditional segregation measures, such as evenness, exposure, centralization, 
clustering, and concentration are evaluated against more contemporary indices to explore and 
expose some of the methodological problems that arise when attempting to measure segregation. 
Our literature review shows that while explicit racial segregation is declining, economic 
segregation is taking its place and still disproportionately affecting minorities. Metro areas that 
suffer most from segregation are located predominately in the Upper Midwest and Northeast 
regions of the United States, in former Rust Belt cities. We conclude with several proposed 
policy remedies.  
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Introduction 

 Segregation is “the spatial separation of groups, resulting from certain physical or social 

processes.”1 In nature it arises from competition between species for the land and resources 

required to survive in the wild. In recent human history, segregation was put in place for a 

variety of more complex reasons. Some segregation is created through self-selection into groups 

that share the same language, heritage, or culture in neighborhoods, cities, states, and even 

countries. Some segregation is caused by historical divisions based on class, religion, 

socioeconomic status, and most divisively race. Historical segregation is perpetuated today by an 

understood cultural norm of where one can and should live, but also by policies that encourage 

and enforce continued segregation within metros. For the purposes of our discussion segregation 

refers not only to de jure segregation propagated by law, but also the de facto segregation that 

remains in the wake of the Civil Rights era. It is important to note that not all segregation is 

intended with malicious intent, and the use of the term here does not necessarily imply that 

individual people are at fault or are somehow poor because of it. More likely the segregated city 

is a product of complex societal structures that are difficult to view, let alone change. This paper 

seeks to answer the question, “What is the state of segregation in the United States?” It presents 

data about present trends in residential racial segregation across the U.S., with emphasis on 

differences between metros, cities, and regions. This will be done by comparing measures of 

segregation between metropolitan areas, the historical policies in place that created segregation, 

and what consequences, if any, segregation has had for each region. The first section of this 

paper discusses different measures of segregation and their methodologies. The second details 

the many and varied effects of segregation. The third section outlines how various U.S. metros 

fair by these measures of segregation. Fourth, I discuss segregation along economic divisions. 
                                                
1 Morrill, Richard L. 1991. "On The Measure Of Geographic Segregation". Geography Research Forum· 11: 25-36. 
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Fifth, I outline several critiques of traditional methodologies and provide an overview of some 

newer ones. Finally, I conclude with several policy recommendations and overall conclusions. 

We find that most major methodologies for evaluating levels of residential racial discrimination 

are flawed, but the general trend is that racial segregation is declining across America, although 

trends are shifting rapidly and a clear picture is not available. 

 

Measures of Segregation 

There are several measures of segregation that can be used depending on the population 

and geographical area studied. Mostly we discuss residential segregation in research. Aggregate 

segregation indices describe entire geographical areas according to residential patterns and the 

distribution of groups according to some variable; this type of index is useful when one lacks in-

depth, ground level data for a city or a region.2 This data can describe the ‘evenness’ of the 

geographic distribution of each group across space, or ‘exposure’ of one group to another, as 

quantified by some variable. This is done by assessing the number of individuals in a geographic 

space and their distance from each other or another variable of interest, then using advanced 

statistical methods to quantify, on a scale of 0 to 1, the extent to which the geographical area 

looks like the model scores of 0 (not segregated) and 1 (completely segregated). The 

Dissimilarity Index of evenness and the Lieberson Exposure index are two popular types of 

analysis that seek to quantify segregation between groups across space. Beyond those two 

approaches, there are several more empirically extant types of segregation - concentration, 

centralization, and clustering, all of which can be used individually to explain some effect or in 

                                                
2 Benenson, Itzhak, and Itzhak Omer. 2002. "Investigating Fine-Scale Residential Segregation By Means Of Local 
Spatial Statistics". Geography Research Forum 22: 41-60. 
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combination for more thorough analysis.3 These aggregate approaches are not perfect by any 

means, especially because the data that is often used to calculate these indices is only available at 

census tract, county, or state level, without regard to the actual human regional distribution that 

may ignore such arbitrary and invisible lines. This limitation can obscure important trends within 

and without the area being studied.4 

 Higher quality local indices may be used with more accurate and local data, calculated 

according to some variance, average, or correlation in the variable studied. These differences are 

important, because depending on the goals, methodology, and resource limitations of different 

researchers, results can differ greatly. Where possible in this discussion, the specific method of 

segregation measurement will be disclosed and limitations in methodology addressed (6).  

Recent developments from the research surrounding types of segregation tell us that 

while areas can only be integrated in one way (i.e. score well on all different indices), it is 

possible to be segregated in many different ways (by different combinations of poor scores on 

the five traditional indices mentioned previously). To be highly segregated across all indices is to 

be hypersegregated. Empirically, blacks are the only racial minority to experience 

hypersegregation nationally. Another limitation to these indices is that although they can tell us 

how segregated a city is, they cannot, on their own, tell us how diverse a city is. There is a 

significant gap in the literature combining both sets of data.5 There are compelling reasons why 

some level of segregation in un-diverse cities is desirable. For example: if only two percent of 

the population is of a specific ethnic group, for community strengthening purposes it makes 

sense to locate in one cluster. This is not captured in any of the indices mentioned previously, 
                                                
3 Woo, John. 2012. "Major “Combination-Patterns” Of Residential Segregation Based On Five Dimensions Of 
Segregation: Latent Profile Analysis". Working Paper. 4. 
4 Benenson, Itzhak, and Itzhak Omer. 2002. "Investigating Fine-Scale Residential Segregation By Means Of Local 

Spatial Statistics". Geography Research Forum 22: 41-60. 

5 Rosie, Cima. 2015. "The Least Segregated Cities In America". 
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and must be left to the researcher for interpretation. To refer to a city as “segregated” is 

insufficient without consideration of how it is segregated, what segregation’s effects are, and for 

whom is it segregated.   

 

Effects of Segregation 

There are various negative effects of segregation within populations. As noted 

previously, there are many kinds of segregation that can be measured, and each kind matters. 

These various combinations of segregation lead to different outcomes for different races - 

joblessness, homicide rate, and mortality vary greatly with different combinations. Segregation 

on any measure, and especially hypersegregation, is highly correlated to poor life outcomes 

(Woo 5-7). Lichter, Parisi, and Taquino show that feelings of isolation and disenfranchisement 

from segregation are detrimental to the mental health of affected populations and often lead to 

bad personal health decisions as coping mechanisms, such as smoking, drinking, or using drugs.6 

Specific health outcomes are tied to racial segregation. Because urban minorities tend to 

be poor, they cannot often afford proper health services or screening. When they are segregated, 

they almost entirely lose access to health services, because few health services (excepting 

government projects) locate to where they cannot make a profit. Because of this, health issues 

are often undiagnosed and untreated for far longer than they would in an integrated community, 

including dangerous diseases like cancer.7  

Beyond generalized effects on residents of segregated areas, economies as a whole suffer 

from racial segregation. Workers who have a difficult time finding a job because they are 

                                                
6 Taquino, Michael, Dominico Parisi, and Daniel Lichter. 2012. "The Geography Of Exclusion Race, Segregation, 

And Concentrated Poverty". Social Problems 59 (3): 383.  

7 Dai, Dajun. 2016. "Black Residential Segregation, Disparities In Spatial Access To Health Care Facilities, And 
Late-Stage Breast Cancer Diagnosis In Metropolitan Detroit". Health & Place 16 (5): 1038–1052. 
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isolated from where jobs are located suffer financially but so does overall economic growth of 

cities. This ‘spatial mismatch’ effect is pervasive and strong where traditional measures of 

residential segregation are the highest. Economic growth is affected in the short- and long-term 

for metro areas because of this.8 

 

Segregation Within Metros 

Historically speaking, there are many broad and sweeping conceptions of what American 

racism is and what it looks like. The South fought a civil war to maintain slavery, and the 

fractured century of Reconstruction and Jim Crow that followed it showed that the South was 

still hostile to minorities, especially blacks, until very recently. However, when one looks at the 

list of the most hypersegregated metros in America (using data from 2010 census) - Baltimore, 

Birmingham, Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit, Flint, Milwaukee and St. Louis - the only one that is 

in the historical South is Birmingham. 9Indeed, the more obvious trend here is not a historical 

North/South division, but a historical division based on the manufacturing sector. All of those 

cities at one point were major centers of manufacturing, with a full six cities belonging to the 

Rust Belt, including the most hypersegregated city by far, Milwaukee10. Loss of economic 

opportunity with the rise of globalization, lax public investment, slow population growth, and 

historical practices such as redlining and explicit segregation of schools and community spaces 

have all led to the hypersegregation we see today. According to Lichter, Parisi, and Taquino even 

                                                
8 Fernandez, Steven, Harrison Campbell, and Huiping Li. 2013. "Residential Segregation, Spatial Mismatch And 
Economic Growth Across US Metropolitan Areas". Urban Stud 50 (13): 2642-2660. 
9 Tannen, Jonathan, and Douglas S. Massey. 2015. "A Research Note on Trends In Black 
Hypersegregation". Demography 52 (3): 1031. 
10 Tannen and Massey. “A Research Note”. 1032. Per Massey and Tannen, Milwaukee has the highest average score 
across the five common measures of segregation, Unevenness, Isolation, Clustering, Concentration, and 
Centralization. It scores an 85 average across these measures, while its next ten most hypersegregated cities are all 
between 70 and 78, with an average of less than 76.  
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though segregation in all cities has been falling steadily for decades, a full third of blacks living 

in metro areas are living in hypersegregated conditions.11 Now, these metros still account for the 

largest share of the nation’s concentrated poverty, discrimination, and inequality. 12 

Other urban areas are faring quite well. Another measure of segregation, the Integration-

Segregation index, measures the relationship between citywide diversity and neighborhood 

diversity within a city. The I-S index is measured by how racially diverse the neighborhoods are 

within a city compared to the diversity of the city itself. Most of the data on how integrated cities 

are is calculated via this index, because it requires more accurate neighborhood level data to 

qualify somewhere as integrated. Segregation indices do not require such high-resolution data to 

conclude that a city is segregated. The list of least segregated cities is quite different from the 

most segregated cities, geographically, historically, and culturally. The top five most integrated 

cities (not including suburbs) with populations over 400,000 in the US are Sacramento, Irvine, 

Paradise (Las Vegas), Stockton, Fremont, Chula Vista, and Anchorage. Of the top twenty most 

integrated cities, only four are east of the Rocky Mountains, with three of those located in Texas 

and one in New Jersey. In fact, compared to the Northeast and Rust Belt regions, the West Coast 

and Southern states that make up the Sun Belt (stretching from California to Florida) score much 

higher on indices of integration.13  

I hypothesize that this integration is because Western and Southern states have higher 

growth rates among all races and therefore overtake historical inequities due to redlining, 

economic disenfranchisement, and racial stigma. Economic and population growth in most of the 

Sun Belt is high and rising, drawing heavily from the populations of other US regions - the 
                                                
11 Taquino, Michael C, Dominico Parisi, and Daniel Lichter. 2011. "Multi-Scale Residential Segregation: Black 
Exceptionalism And America's Changing Color Line". Social Forces 89 (3): 830. 
12 Sharkey, Patrick. 2013. Stuck In Place: Urban Neighborhoods And The End Of Progress Toward Racial Equality. 

Chicago: The University of Chicago Press. 68. 

13 Silver, Nate. 2015. "The Most Diverse Cities Are Often The Most Segregated". 
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Northeast is currently hemorrhaging people.1415 Specifically, black population growth, while not 

matching the growth of Latinx or Asian populations, is higher than the national average across 

the Sun Belt region.16 The resurgence of manufacturing and other medium-skill labor in the 

region, as well as a growing service sector and cheap housing, have attracted black migrants to 

an area that is less segregated than ever before.  

 

Economic Segregation and Race 

Although the discussion of racial segregation generally focuses on metropolitan areas of 

high density and high population, and although segregated black Americans in large metros tend 

to be economically disadvantaged because of their circumstances, poverty and inequality also 

exist outside of urban areas. Rural people, regardless of race, face a disproportionately high rate 

of poverty and economic disenfranchisement, especially across the South and up through 

Appalachia. Rural black southerners, Latinx populations in the Rio Grande Valley, and 

American Indians on reservations are just some examples of these groups.  Poor populations 

everywhere have become less geographically isolated since the 1990s, but non-metro poor have 

gained the least in this time. What little progress they had made was disrupted by disasters such 

as Hurricane Katrina in 2005 and the Global Financial Crisis of 2009, which disproportionately 

affected poor people and blacks.17 

Since research into segregation entered the mainstream of sociology in the middle part of 

the 20th century, racial segregation has slowly declined in almost every place. However, at the 

                                                
14 Frey, William. 2016. "Sun Belt Migration Reviving, New Census Data Show". 
15 U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis.  “U.S. Economy at a Glance: Perspective from the BEA Accounts.” 2016. 
16 Drewery, Malcolm P, Elizabeth M Hoeffel, Tallese D Johnson, and Sonya Rastogi. 2011. The Black Population: 
2010. 
17 Taquino, Michael, Dominico Parisi, and Daniel Lichter. 2012. "The Geography Of Exclusion Race, Segregation, 

And Concentrated Poverty". Social Problems 59 (3): 365-366, 368.  



9 

same time that racism and intentional disenfranchisement are on a downturn, class and income 

based segregation are on the rise. As economic gains disproportionately go to those at the top of 

the income spectrum, self-selection and opportunity have led richer Americans to self-segregate, 

leaving poor and middle class Americans behind. Reardon and Bischoff show that the proportion 

of the population living in the poorest and the richest neighborhoods in America has doubled, 

while the proportion living in the middle-income neighborhoods has shrunk by a third.18 As 

racial minorities, especially blacks, are disproportionately of lower socioeconomic status, they 

tend to be disproportionately affected by this new form of segregation. So, while explicitly race-

based segregation has declined, minorities are not gaining as much as they should because of 

limitations based on class and income. In the future, segregation will not be a manifestation of an 

explicit distaste for a certain race, but instead will be driven by increasingly political and 

economic decisions about land use.1920  

Pew Research has developed an index called the Residential Income Segregation Index, 

which measures how income-segregated a particular census tract is by “adding together the share 

of lower-income households living in a majority lower-income tract and the share of upper-

income households living in a majority upper-income tract.”21 Among the ten largest metro 

areas, Houston, Dallas, and New York are the most segregated by income while Boston is the 

least segregated. Their regional analysis shows that while the Southwest may score well on 

indices of racial segregation, it is also the most heavily segregated by income. The regional order 

                                                
18 Bischoff, Kendra, and Sean F. Reardon. 2011. "Income Inequality And Income Segregation 1". American Journal 
Of Sociology 116 (4): 1092-1153 
19 Domina, Thurston, Jonathan Rothwell, and Douglas S. Massey. 2009. "The Changing Bases Of Segregation In 
The United States". Annals Of The American Academy Of Political And Social Science 626 (1). 
20 Taquino, Michael, Dominico Parisi, and Daniel Lichter. 2012. "The Geography Of Exclusion Race, Segregation, 

And Concentrated Poverty". Social Problems 59 (3): 366. 

21 Taylor, Paul, and Richard Fry. 2012. "The Rise Of Residential Segregation By Income". 
http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2012/08/01/the-rise-of-residential-segregation-by-income/. 
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is as follows: Southwest, Northeast, Midwest, West, Southeast. These results are surprising given 

the link between racial and income-based segregation, but once again this shows how different 

indices can show completely different pictures.  

Richard Florida, a prominent economic geographer and champion of urban areas, has 

devised his own measure of overall economic segregation in metros, including income, 

occupation, and education. The income segregation index he uses is nearly identical to Pew’s, 

but he combines it with measures of occupational and educational segregation to create the 

overall index. Occupational segregation is measured by the residential segregation of knowledge 

workers, service workers, and blue collar workers, while educational segregation is measured by 

the residential segregation of non-high school graduates and college graduates.22 Combined, this 

index of economic segregation creates a slightly different and more holistic picture of class-

based segregation in the United States. Topping the list for the most economically segregated 

metros are Tallahassee and Trenton, followed closely by the large Texas metros of Houston, 

Dallas, Austin, and San Antonio. The largest metros in the US also tend to be the most 

economically segregated. The smaller the metro, the lower the measure of segregation. Highly 

segregated small metros tend to be college towns. By these measures, income segregation is 

higher among metro areas where blacks are the largest share of the population and is lower when 

whites are the highest share (9, 21). Despite this, Florida contends that the link between race and 

overall economic segregation at the macro level is weaker than other research contends but does 

not look at the possibilities of micro-level segregation (14-15).  

 

 

                                                
22 Mellander, Charlotta, and Richard Florida. 2015. Segregated City: The Geography Of Economic Segregation In 
America's Metros. University of Toronto. 
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Other Views and Critiques 

There is another major limitation of the measures of segregation: a city can be highly 

segregated without being incredibly diverse. As such, policy recommendations to desegregate 

may in fact just break up minority neighborhoods. Milwaukee is, by all measures of segregation, 

the most hypersegregated metro in the US. However, it is not particularly diverse. While the 

black population is concentrated and marginalized, it is also very small compared to the overall 

population, and policy recommendations that would break up the black communities to disperse 

them more evenly throughout the city might not have the ideal outcomes a city desires. This is 

especially true if building community and social interactions are valued within minority groups. 

Measures of segregation that do not include diversity do not tell the full story - they have bias 

against communities that are “too black” without assessing what factors other than 

discrimination might induce such social grouping, such as the desire for community and a shared 

social space.23  

Instead of using the traditional five measures of segregation, one can instead look at 

proportional residential representation by census tract. In this way, a census tract is only 

considered segregated if there is an 80 percent or higher majority of a single race. Without the 

majority, the block is considered integrated. This majorly contrasts with the traditional measures 

of segregation. Historically the five least segregated metros by traditional indices are 

Albuquerque, Honolulu, El Paso, Orange County, and Salt Lake City-Ogden, which in total 

represents 6.5 million people. With this new measure, however, one discovers that less than 

50,000 residents across all five metros live on black-white integrated blocks.  

                                                
23 Pawasarat, John, and Lois Quinn. 2003. Racial Integration In Urban America: A Block Level Analysis Of African 
American And White Housing Patterns. 
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Thus, even if the black population of a city is concentrated in one area, if the tract is 60 

percent minority and 40 percent majority it is still considered integrated. Conversely, if a tract is 

60 percent majority and 40 percent minority, it is also integrated. By this measure, Rust Belt 

metros like Milwaukee and Cleveland that scored poorly on the traditional measures of 

segregation now move to the middle of the pack, reflecting integration on another level. Southern 

cities, which fared well by traditional indices, also ranked very well on this new methodology.   

Quinn and Parasawat’s analysis reveals the extent to which the traditional measures of 

segregation often fail tests of reality. Traditional indices, like the Dissimilarity Index, are 

widespread and popularly accepted as the orthodox measure despite well-documented and well-

publicized shortcomings. For example, the Dissimilarity Index is a dichotomous measure of 

segregation that is unable to calculate the dissimilarity of more than two variables - in common 

cases, black and white. This is fine when a city is mostly those two races, especially as the 

measurements were created half a century ago when blacks were the only minority of sufficient 

population to study, but it becomes practically unusable when applied to most Southwestern or 

West Coast cities that have heavy Asian and Latinx populations.24 Reardon & Firebaugh have 

established a multigroup measure of segregation called the Information Theory Index that 

purports to solve some of the problems associated with traditional Dissimilarity Index analysis, 

but it is not widely used.25 

Others argue that indices of residential segregation are inadequate to properly illustrate 

the effect or damage segregation has on an individual or community. Kwan argues that we 

should expand our analysis beyond static measures of residential segregation and include 

                                                
24 White, Michael J. 1986. "Segregation and Diversity Measures In Population Distribution". Population Index 52 
(2): 2015 
25 Firebaugh, Glenn, and Sean F Reardon. 2002. "Measures Of Multigroup Segregation". Sociological Methodology, 
33-67. 
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analysis of other important places and times in people's lived experiences. Mobility, 

accessibility, and environmental exposure across time as well as space are important factors that 

the current study has overlooked.26 

 

Policy Recommendations and the Future of Segregation 

One policy recommendation that would not require the breaking up of existing black or 

minority neighborhoods is to offer tax credits or exceptional deals on mortgage loans for 

minorities moving into specific areas within a city. This would be most utilized in cities already 

experiencing high growth, such as those on the West Coast or the Sun Belt, but may also be 

helpful in relocating minorities who wish to leave their poor communities and “move up,” so to 

speak. Sharkey tells us that when a family moves out of a poor neighborhood into one with a 

higher associated socioeconomic status, the members of that family, especially children, have a 

higher likelihood of escaping chronic poverty and disadvantage.27 

One obstacle to this, written into many cities’ code, are the exclusionary zoning laws that 

prohibit development of mixed-income housing. This is currently the easiest and least explicit 

way to exclude minorities from an area.28 By changing or abolishing zoning regulations in cities, 

more mixed-use, mixed-income land can decrease residential segregation and help disadvantaged 

minorities enter the real economy of a city.  

Additionally, policies to enable transport opportunities within cities and metro areas can 

help alleviate some of the spatial mismatch that prevents workers from finding jobs that fit their 

skills. This will not only boost the personal economic wellbeing of segregated minorities, but it 

                                                
26 Kwan, Mei-Po. 2013. "Beyond Space (As We Knew It): Toward Temporally Integrated Geographies Of 
Segregation, Health, And Accessibility". Annals Of The Association Of American Geographers 103 (5): 1078-1086. 
27 Sharkey, “Stuck in Place.” 167 
28 Sharkey, “Stuck in Place.” 60 
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will also boost the economies of cities that will benefit from the additional labor and 

productivity.  

More generally, encouraging economic opportunity in cities and metros can do much to 

reduce segregation. As mentioned previously, race and income are highly correlated, and policies 

designed for general economic growth should help alleviate the problems of racial segregation. 

They would also be more politically tenable, because there is less opposition to race-blind 

policies in the United States. Rust Belt cities like Cleveland and Detroit became more racially 

segregated once their industries left and more affluent whites followed. By bringing back 

manufacturing jobs to these regions that are so segregated currently, people of all races including 

whites, will move back to these cities, at which point the previous policy of incentivizing 

voluntary desegregation through homeownership benefits and tax credits will help restructure the 

residential patterns of these cities.  

These are just a few simple proposals that may help alleviate some of the issues that lead 

to racial segregation. After reading to this point, it should be clear that segregation is not such a 

simple thing to solve, considering it is not even simple to measure. The varieties and geographies 

of segregation are too disparate to be solved by any one solution, and even those solutions may 

be inadequate or have unintended consequences. More research is needed on what policies can 

be pursued to reduce segregation.  

The future of racial segregation is uncertain. Residential segregation has been on the 

decline for decades as race relations have cooled (comparatively) and metros have become more 

diverse. However, because of the rise of economic segregation and income inequality, this may 

not be the case for long. Los Angeles is one of many large cities that are resegregating after an 

influx of immigration, mostly because whites move out of such areas or, more importantly for 
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neighborhood growth, do not move in.29 This is more of a threat to cities in the West Coast and 

Sun Belt regions, which have the fastest growing immigrant populations, despite their current 

status as the least segregated cities.  

Schools have also begun to resegregate. Southern schools that are now released from 

federal oversight for their lax desegregation efforts are once again starting to segregate, despite 

some attempts made (although often halfhearted or unsuccessful) in the past. A few years after 

release, schools see a sharp increase in the segregation of their students, especially at the 

elementary school level. Segregated schools lead to segregation of opportunity and worse 

educational outcomes for minority students who are left with fewer resources. Subsequently, 

poorer, less educated populations in a city are more prone to segregation, leading once more to 

the racial stratification of the past. Outside of cities, suburban schools are also starting to 

segregate as whites change districts to avoid larger, minority-majority schools.30 

Whether or not segregation will get better or worse across a broad spectrum of measures 

is up in the air. Recent social and demographic trends lead researchers to different conclusions, 

and it is difficult to predict how integrated the nation will become considering regional 

differences in culture, immigration flows, economic vitality, and policy.  

 

Conclusions 

Racial segregation is a complex issue, the exploration of which leads down many rabbit 

holes. Measures of racial segregation, including the traditional five indices of geographic 

residential segregation as well as newer heterodox alternatives, are flawed and one-dimensional. 

Research shows the strong ties between poverty, opportunity, health, and segregation. Beyond 

                                                
29 Bader, Michael. 2016. "L.A. Is Resegregating -- And Whites Are A Major Reason Why". Los Angeles Times. 
30 Wihbey, John. 2014. "School Resegregation, Race And America's Future: Recent Research - Journalist's 
Resource". 
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that, the extent to which the disparities between people can be revealed by geographical indices 

is open to debate. General trends show that racial residential segregation is on the decline in 

America, although other types of segregation, like economic and school segregation, may be on 

the rise. The future of segregation is uncertain as demographics, politics, and people change too 

rapidly for us to predict. Policy suggestions such as reforming zoning regulation and 

incentivizing homeownership in target areas could potentially alleviate some of the mechanisms 

by which residential segregation is perpetuated, but policy action may be politically untenable 

when it contradicts the wishes of the privileged elite.  

America is a diverse and rapidly changing society. It is our view that no matter what 

aggregate indices and comparative regional analysis tell us about the state of segregation on a 

national level, change is going to come locally within states, metros, and cities. Looking at 

American cities as statistics without context does little to humanize the people there. A holistic 

view of our local geography is required to build the bespoke economic, social, and political 

initiatives that will solve these problems. Cities have the power and the tools to make change 

happen, and increasingly they have the will.  
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